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April 29, 1997

Susan Ness, Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW, Room 832
Washington, D.C. 20554

RE: CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Commissioner Ness:

, .~ L..
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Slqur/llkUfItI PISellDols

RONALD PREScon
~ SupnilIhMlnr
Go.,mm,1II kl6lWlfS &

.' (~"
...... :~GO JACKSON
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MAY 1· 1997

On behalf of the Los Angeles Unified School District, I would like to express our strong
support for the federal "E-Rate" Telecollununications Discount Program, and the
proposed regulations governing its implementation.

Under the provisions ofthe telecommunications Act of 1996 and the Federal-State Joint
Board discoWlt plan, even the poorest schools will be assured of access to the Internet
and the ability to provide distance-learning opportunities. Telecommunications services
will be brought directly to the classrooms, where they can have the greatest impact on
students. Each element of this plan is vital to the overall success of the discount
program; the inclusion of discounts for internal classroom connections should not be
eliminated, nor should the size ofthe Universal Service Fund be reduced. This program
is absolutely essential for preparing our students to enter the workforce of tomorrow.

The E-Rate Telecommwrications Discount Program is desperately overdue. To serve our
students, we need these discounts for telecommunications services this year. I urge y~
and the other FCC commissioners to fully supportthe recommendations of the Joint t5
Board and approve the proposed final regulations regarding the discoWlt plan for
universal service for schools and libraries.

Thank you for your favorable consideration of this matter.

Sincerely,

fZ~~~
Ron Prescott
Associate Superintendent

RP/tp



Commissioner SUsan NEISS
clo Jauice B. WiSe MAY 1 1997
1919 M Street. N.W. Suitc 832

WasninQton. D.C. 20554 DOCKET ALE COpy ORtG'NAl~r;<;
"ow'.• \,.;'.

Dear COlllllli:i::.ioner Ness:

Per our conver:sation and/or message left willi your oroce. I am requesting '0-15 minutp.!!; (If ynur
time to con~icip.rthp. following items:

• Implementalion of the 10D6 Telecommunications Act.
• I ne olan or blueprint 10 ~r.r.nmplic;:l1 th. implementation of the Telecommunication" Act.

What illl~C:l<...t tile TelecommunIcations AC. will have on innlJ~ ~nrl:r.:ommunity
Wh3t the !=CC i3 currently wori<ing on that will illlVad tile telecommunIcatIons inOustcy,

Ten to fifteen people will allc::llu Uli~ IIItreUng trom various reOlonal nOlding comp~nip$ who are
memhl;\rs of the Nation::al Association of Block Telecommunications Professional$. Inc. (NABTP).
I can provide yOll witfl a rrst of names of attendees by WP.rlnp..<:t1~y, Apri1i30, 1997. We have one
hour scheduled for the f=cdcrul Communicetion Commissioll UII T1lul ::iUay. May 1, 1997 ana
waulO like. jf POSSIble. to have a welr.nmp. ~nd opening remarks by Chairman Roed Hundt and
for each Commi:s:sionerthat is available tv:.ay a fewworas. IHhat is not poSSICle. then we would
liKe to have :i m'I~1I group meeting of 10 to 15 minutes durntion with available CommissioneiS
or Oenior Legal AIli:lI~I.

I huptl your scneaule will permit your constituenr.y tn meet with you on a:group or individual
basis. Thank you for your time and assistance 011 (lUI LJtlllalf.

Sincerely,

a- II ~. i{ :.. Ii 1/,.. • ~
f.J-C.~ t,),;L'U '......~

Jacalyn ~. WallacA
NABTp Conferen<;e Chair

cc: Counsel WIlliam Kennard
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TIM FREEMA.N
l0261 Auburn Road

Fort Wayne, IN 46825

MAY 1 1997

P.02

The Honorable Susan Ness
Fedeml Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W.. Room 832
Washington, D.C. 20554

RE~ CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Commissioner Nct.s:

I am an employee of the Fort Waync COllunWlity Schools district. Since my work with the district involves
infonnalion SYSlClns, 1have an awareness of the importance of \he "E·Ratc" Tclecolnmunications Discow\t
Program in relation to affordable commwucations services to school districts wanting to prcr.ide internet
and distance learning services to students. To adequately prepare studcnL.. to swvive in America's cvcr·
expanding "Technology" society. il is csscntiallhal students have access to this tcchnology in the classroom.

1urge the FCC to fully support lhe JOilll Board's discount plan for wuversal service for schools and
libraries.
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Memorial Sc:hool
2600 aayenor. Aoad
Villae, NJ 01261
(809) 884-9630

Cllrl Mitnick SClIOOI
901S S...tlor. "oad
Cap. Mey•. NJ 08204
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Lower Township Elem~BltafddYDl_t
834 Seas~e Road

Cape May, N.J. 08204
609-884-9400

FAX 609-884-1821

The Honorable Susan Ness, Commissioner
Federal Communications ~ommission
1919 M S~reet, NW, Room 844
Washinq~on, DC 20554

April 10, 1997

Maud A&fama SChOOl
• 714 Town Bank AUld

Cape May. NJ 01204
(809) 884-9420

Sandman Consolidated School
838 S...hore Aoad

_, Cape Way. NJ. 01204
liCSI 884·9410.

Dear Commissioner Ness:
RE: CC Docket No. 96-45

I would like to introduce myself as the Superintendent of
the Lower Township Elementary Schools. My appreciation is
extended to you for your dedication in ensuring that all school
districts and educa~ion consortia will have affordable access to
the Information Superhighway.

The Telecommunications Act and the Federal-State 30int Board
decision will guarantee that all school districts will have the
opportunity to connect to the Internet and provide distance
learning opportunities. The $2.25 billion a year will address
the needs of all our schools and the plan will provide services
directly to the classroom where students learn. Your inclusion
of internal classroom connections for discounts is vital. This
plan is necessary for providing the knOWledge to our future
workforce.

Reduced rates will allow students and school professionals
to connect more frequently to a variety of resources providing
greater access to the world-wide community. At this time,
schools are li~ted by the constraints of costly message units,
particularly in utilizing mUltiple ISDN conn8c~ions for quality
Interactive Television. Affordable access will encourage
libraries and other agencies to provide more extensive services
to schools.

I urge the FCC give their full support to the Joint 'Board's
discount plan for universal service for schools.

- ,

Joseph Cirrihicione
Superintendent
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District F~: 855·8159

1348 GRIFFIN MILL ROAD • EASLEY, SOUTH CAROLINA • 29640

April 2, 1997

The Honorable Susan Ness, Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M. Street, NW Room 844
Washington, DC 20554

RE: CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Commissioner Ness:

NAY 1 ·1997

I am superintendent of schools for the School District of Pickens County in Pickens County,
Easley, South Carolina, 29640. I thank you for your dedicated work to ensure that all school
districts will have access to the information highway. This is a valuable information/teaching
tool as we prepare students for the twenty-first century.

The Telecommunications Act and the Federal-State Joint Board decision will guarantee that all
school districts will have the opportunity to connect to the internet and provide distance-learning
opportunities. The $2.25 billion a year will address the needs of all our schools, and will bring
services directly to the classroom where students learn. Your inclusion of internal classroom
connections for discounts is vital.

We need the discounts for student telecommunications services this year. I urge the FCC to
fully support the Joint Board's discount plan for universal service for schools.

Sincerely,

W.D. Hucks, Ed.D.
Superintendent

WDH:gg
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Edward Lewis
Teacher Trainer
Chicago Public Schools
Dept. of Learning Technologies
1819 W. Pershing Rd.
Chicago,IL 60608

March 31, 1997

The Honorable Susan Ness, Commissoner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW, Room 844
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Commissioner Ness,

DOCKET ALE COPY OR'G,tiA1F'''~: "

MAY 1 1997

I am a Teacher Trainer from the Chicago Public Schools and I would like to thank you
for your dedication in ensuring that all schools and libraries will have affordable
access to the Information Superhighway. The Telecommunications Act and the
Federal-State Joint Board discount plan will guarantee that even the poorest school
will have the opportunity to connect to the Internet and be able to provide its students
distance learning opportunities. The $2.25 billion a year will address the needs of all
our schools, and importantly, the plan will bring services directly to the classroom
where students learn. Your inclusion of internal classroom connections for discounts
is vital. This plan is essential for preparing the workforce of the 21 st Century.

Our schools need the deep discounts for telecommunications services this year. In
Chicago, schools can be charged as much as $375/mo. for a T1 line, (even during the
summer months when school is not in session). This puts extreme pressure on a
school's limited resources. I urge the FCC to fully support the Joint Board's discount
plan for affordable universal service for schools and libraries.

Thank you.

Edward A. Lewis
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Dr. Jerry W. Hili. SUperintendent of Schools
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The Honorable Susan Ness, Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M. Street N. W., Room 832
Washington, D.C. 20554

RE: CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Commissioner Ness:

I am writing to encourage that you seriously consider the link between universal access to
telecommunication services for all public schools and our nation's competitiveness in the
Information Age. With the development of the Internet and high speed telecommunications
applications, the opportunity for reaching every child in this nation with quality learning
experiences exists today as it has at no other time in our history. The commission's actions on
May 8, will determine the future opportunities provided to millions of children across this nation.

As the final implementation recommendations are being developed, please take a moment of
your time to realize that currently only 14% of our nation's classrooms are connected to the
Internet primarily due to cost. The creation of an "E-rate" will guarantee that even the poorest
schools will have an opportunity and greatly enhance the ability of principals and teachers to
prepare their students for the Information Age. This plan is essential for preparing the workforce
of tomorrow. More Broken Arrow students would receive more comprehensive access to the
Internet and distance-learning with this discount.

Please consider our nation's students as you cast your vote on May 8.

Jerry W. Hill, Ed.D.
Superintendent

sib

ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICES ---------- Phone: (918) 259-4300-----
601 South Main Str..t FAX: (918) 258-0399



MAY 1, 1997

Saralyn Richard
Assistant Principal

Ext. 2604

THORNTON TOWNSHIP HIGH~~le COPY 0
151st & Broadway. Harvey, Illinois 60426-7829 R
(708) 596-1000, Ext. 2601 • FAJ{(708) 596-1709 . {1.~~

William R. O'Neal
Principal

March 27, 1997

Turnitta Rayburn
Assistant Principal

Ext. 2602

Honorable Susan Ness, Commissioner
Federal Communications Commissioner
1919 M Street NW - Room 844
Washington, DC 20544

Dear Honorable Ness:

RE: CC Docket 96-45 - Universal Service to Libraries and Schools

We are writing in strong support of the meaningful discounts for libraries and schools as
envisioned by the Federal-State Joint Board in their Recommended Rules published last
November. As high school librarians, we are very interested in obtaining Internet Access for all
of our 2,300 students.

The Recommended Rules allow libraries and schools significant discounts for the
telecommunications and critical, non-telecommunications services necessary to assure that all
of our schools are connected to the Internet and other on-line resources that are critical to live,
learn and work in an increasingly information-driven world.

Congress passed the Telecommunications Act of 1996 with the clear intent of insuring that
libraries and schools would be able to access the latest technology. By allowing significant
discounts on telecommunications services, local wiring and Internet access, the Joint Board has
accurately recognized the needs of poorer schools and libraries that cannot afford the internal
wiring necessary to connect with the Internet. By allowing telecommunications companies and
non-telco carriers to compete for the discounts, the Joint Board has also recognized the need for
diverse technologies to serve the diverse urban and rural areas of the State.

Thank you for your attention to this important matter for our libraries and schools -- and .- : ...
ultimately for us all, as a better educated community benefits everyone. Please do not hesitate to
call if we can be of any further assistance. :- .)

,
Sincerely,. ~ ....
>6/{~ S:<./G-/~
:..-;;;?, (j,-/ / - .
~JJfJ/v#,-, 'fJ.'-e/L-/U~
Gloria Ziolkowski, Librarian 0
Barbara Herzog, Librarian
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Educational Service Unit 10
76 Plaza Boulevard

P.0.80x8S0
Kearney. NE 68848-0850

DOcKETAt&.~Il .•.
Adm1nl~INAl
3081237·5927

April 4, 1997

The Honorable Susan Ness, Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW, Room 844
Washington, DC 20554

RE: CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Commissioner Ness:

MAY 1 1997

I am the administrator from Educational Service 10 located in Kearney, Nebraska, and
I would like to thank you for your efforts to ensure that all school districts and
education consortia will have affordable access to the Information Superhighway.

The Telecommunications Act and the Federal-State Joint Board decision will help
guarantee that all school districts will have the opportunity to connect to the Internet
and provide distance-learning opportunities. The $2.25 billion a year will address the
needs of all our schools, and importantly, the plan will bring services directly to the
classroom where students learn. Your inclusion of internal classroom connections
for discounts is vital. This plan is essential for preparing the workforce of tomorrow.

Educational Service Unit 10 already maintains a direct connect system with all K-12
school districts that it serves in a 10,000 square mile area. The discounts will be used
to maintain and expand the local and statewide voice I video I data network. Our
school districts alone budget approximately $150,000 each year to maintain present
connections. Due to potential budget cuts at the state level in Nebraska, your support is
needed to continue use of the infrastucture which is currently being utilized. Any loss
of the $2.25 billion allotted to this Act would be devastating to local school districts
struggling to provide basic education to students. ' :

Our students need deep discounts for telecommunications services this year. 1 urge
the FCC to fully support the Joint Board's discount plan for universal service for:
schools.

T~nk you,

W~a. fY.L..-
Wayne A. Bell
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<lreneCulle@aol.com>
J1.J1(FCCMAIL)
4/11/97 10:20am
e access

DOCKET RLE ooPY OR'G'NAl MAY 1 1997

I urge acceptance of the recommendations of the joint board to support universal and economical access in schools
and libraries, including access from the individual classrooms of America's schools. Thank you.

cc: A7.A7fjquello,sness,rchong)



MAY 1 ·1997
<Caro11104@aol.com>
J1.J1 (FCCMAIL)
4/10/97 9:49pm
E-rate for schools & libraries

DOCKET RLE COpy ORIGiNAl
, urge you to accept the recommendations made by the joint board to support universal and economical access in
schools and libraries, including access from the individual classrooms of America's schools. Students, parents,
educators will not stand for inability of students in our schools to be deprived of access because of cost that does not
need to be there--is only there to put more money in already deep pockets. Thank you for your consideration.
Carol Campbell

Director of Sacred Heart Schools

From:
To:
Date:
Subject:

cc: A7.A7Oquello,sness,rchong)



The Honorable Susan Ness
Federal Communications commission
1919 M. Street NW, Room 844
Washington, D.C. 20554

P.O. Drawer 770
18 Spruce Street

York, South Carolina 29745
Phon.e 8031684·9916

FQJC 8031684·1"903

Dear Commissioner Ness:

Re: CC Docket No. 96-45

DOCKET ALE COPY ORIGINAlMAY 1
1997

April 2, 1997

As York School District Number One Superintendent, thank you
for your dedication to ensure that all school districts and
education consortia will have affordable access to the
Information Superhighway.

The Telecommunications Act and the Federal-State Joint
Board's decision will guarantee that all school districts will
have the opportunity to connect to the Internet and provide
distance-learning opportunities. The $2.25 billion a year will
address the needs of all of our schools, and most importantly,
the plan will bring services directly to the classroom where
students learn. Your inclusion of internal classroom connections
for discounts is vital. This plan is essential for preparing the
workforce of tomorrow.

Our school district is moving slowly toward upgrading our
equipment and providing our students with the necessary
technology to prepare them for the future. This funding from the
federal government will greatly assist our schools in obtaining
the necessary equipment and infrastructure. . .

Our students need deep discounts for telecommunications
services this year. I urge the FCC to fUlly support the Joint
Board's discount plan for universal service for schools.

Thank you.

Si~:.1~~
Paul A. Shaw
Superintendent

nm
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April 7, 1997

The Honorable Susan Ness
Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M. Street NW - Room 844
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Ms. Ness:

RE: CC Docket 96-45 - Universal Service to Libraries and Schools

MAY 1 1997

On behalf of the La Grange Park Public Library, I am writing in strong support of the
meaningful discounts for the telecommunications and critical, non-telecommunications
services necessary to assure that all of our public libraries and schools are connected to
the Internet and other on-line resources that are critical to live, learn, and work in an
increasingly information-driven world.

Congress passed the Telecommunications Act of 1996 with the clear intent of ensuring
that libraries and schools would be able to access the latest technology. By allowing
significant discounts on telecommunications services, local wiring and Internet access, the
Joint Board has accurately recognized the needs of poorer schools and libraries that
cannot afford the internal wiring necessary to connect with the Internet. By allowing
telecommunications companies and non-telco carriers to compete for the discounts, the
Joint Board has also recognized the need for diverse technologies to serve the diverse
urban and rural areas of the State.

Thank you for your attention to this important matter for our libraries and schools --
and -- ultimately for us all, as a better educated community benefits everyone. Please do
not hesitate to can if we can be of any further assistance.

Sincerely,

Dixie M. Conkis
Executive Director

<"'-' :

- .....1
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Serving School Districts In Dauphin, Cumberland, Perry, and NorthernYork Counties

School Programs and Services· 55 Miller Street· P.O. Box 489 • Summerdale, PA 17093·0489
Phone 717-732-8400; Fax 717-732-8414; TOO 717-732-8422

The Honorable Susan Ness, Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW, Room 844
Washington, DC 20554

RE: CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Commissioner Ness:

April 8, 1997

FJ

MAY 1 1997

..
c..o
--.l

I am the Executive Director of the Capital Area Intennediate Unit in central Pennsylvania,
and the President-Elect of the Pennsylvania Association ofIntennediate Units. I thank you for your
dedication and interest in ensuring that all school districts and education consortia will have
affordable access to the Information Superhighway.

A positive Telecommunications Act and the Federal-State Joint Board decision will
guarantee that all school districts will have the opportunity to connect to the Internet and provide
distance-learning opportunities. The $2.25 billion a year will address the needs of all our schools,
and importantly, the plan will bring services directly to the classroom where students learn. Your
inclusion of internal classroom connections for discounts is vital. This plan is essential for
preparing the workforce of tomorrow.

I assure you the regional educational service agencies in Pennsylvania are eager to assist
schools and libraries to build consortiums to promote the efficient utilization ofresources and create
strong competition among the interested service providers.

Our students need deep discOl.~nts for telecommunications services this yean. I urg~ the FCC
to support the Joint Board's discount plan for universal service for schools.

Thank you.

Sincerely,

~'1.::f-r-
Edward T. Frye
Executive Director



Belhaven Avenue School
Linwood. NJ 08221-1669
(609) 926-1:700

Seaview School
Linwood. NJ 08221-1450
(609) 926-6726

KATE T. O'DONNELL
Child Study Team
Chairperson

Belhaven Avenue School
Linwood. NJ 08221-1669
(609) ~6709

-u
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CAROL ANN M. LENTINE
Principal

April 7, 1997

Excellence in Teaching and Learning

LINWOOD PUBLIC SCHOOLS OOCI<ETRLECOPYORIGlNAl
CARLJ. GALLELA
Principal

MARGARET M. DORAN
Supervisor of Curriculum and Instruction

Seaview School
Linwood. NJ 08221-1450
(609) 926-6730

GLORIA C. GAIL
Board Secretary

Belhaven Avenue School
Linwood. NJ 08221-1669
(609) 926-6707

RALPH A. SCHIAVO. JR.
Superintendent ofSchools

Belhaven Avenue School
Linwood. NJ 08221-1669
(609) 926-6703

Fax (609) 926-6705

The Honorable Susan Ness, Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M. Street, NW, Room 844
Washington D.C. 20554

Dear Commissioner Ness:

MAY 1 1997
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RE: CC Docket No. 96-45

I am Superinteildant from the Linwood Publi..; Schools, Linwood, New
~ercey, and I wo~l~ iike to thank you for your dedication in ensuring that a;1
school dlst.cictw and educational consortia will have affordable access to the
Information SUpP.rhigh~ay.

The 'relecommunications Act and the Federal-State Joint Board decision
will guarantee that all school districts will have the opportunity to connect ':0

the Internet and provide distance-learning opportunities. The $2.25 billion a
year will address the needs of all our schools, and importantly, the plan will
bring services directly to the classroom where students learn. Your inclusion
of internal classroom connections for discounts is vital. This plan is essential
for preparing the workforce of tomorrow.

Linwood has had interest in such connections over the past several
y".a.rs hut ~.up. : u t.:,~ hit".!h monthly r.osts cur district has not been abi2 1:0
activate o~r interest. Our students need deep discounts for telecommunications.
I urge the FCC to tully support the Joint Board'S discount plan for universal
service for schools.

Thank you.

~j7!/fIe~1.Ra~AI;~~o r.superin~~t 0 Schools
.....

RAS!sv



Unified School District #230

April 4, 1997

DOcKET I=ila~,.o.( Education Office
101 E. South'Slr~~J"'fpaalfBlAKS 66083

phone: 913/592-7205 fai"eJ\!/592-7270
e-mail address:ksshdo@unicom.net

Dr. Barton L Goering, S1IJ>erintlndent
Dr. Dan umLq, AsIiJtant Superintendent

Myrna Mom'son, Bu.rintI! Manager/TrtlJJurtr
Nzrtn Meirtis, Ckrk of the Board

The Honorable Susan Ness, Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1911v1. Street, N.W., Room 832
Washington, D.C. 20554

RE: CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Commissioner Ness,

MAY J' 1997

I am a school board member for Spring Hill Unified School District No. 230 in Spring
Hill, Kansas. I would like to thank you for your dedication in ensuring that all schools will
have affordable access to the Information Superhighway.

The Telecommunications Act and the Federal-State Joint Board discount plan will
guarantee that even the poorest schools will have the opportunity to connect to the
internet and provide distance-learning opportunities. The $2.25 billion a year will address
the needs of all our schools, and more importantly, the plan will bring services directly to
the classroom where students learn. YOllr inclusion of internal classroom connections for
discounts is vital. This plan is essential for preparing the workforce of tomorrow.

Our district has been using grant funds to equip classrooms and labs with up-to-date
computer eqt:ipment. NOVII' we need help to allow our students to learn and communicate

globally.

Our students need deep discounts for telecommunications services this year. I,urge t~ ~
FCC to fully support the Joint Board's discount plan for universal service for schools and c:;
libraries.

Sincerely,

/1d~
Bob Metcalf
Board Member

Board of Education
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MIKE MCLAUGHLIN, Ed.D.
Superintendent

DOCKET FILE COpy ORIGI
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Susan NeSs, Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W., Room 832
Washington, D.C. 20554

April 7, 1997

REDDING
SCHOOL
DISTRICT Dear Commissioner Ness:

Academic Excellence Since 1873

BONNY VIEW SCHOOL

CYPRESS SCHOOL

I urge you and your FCC colleagues to fully support the Joint Board's
discount plan for universal service to schools. I am the Superintendent
of the Redding School District in Redding, California and I thank you for
your interest in making sure that all schools will have affordable entry
to the Information Superhighway.

JUNIPER ACADEMY

MANZANITA SCHOOL

SYCAMORE SCHOOL

The Telecommunications Act and the Federal-State Joint Board discount
plan will guarantee that the Redding School District will have the
opportunity to connect to the Internet to provide student access to this
valuable resource. Your inclusion of internal classroom connections for
discounts is vital. Our students need your help in making sure these
discounts are in place so they can enjoy the telecommunication services
tomorrow.

TURTLE BAY SCHOOL
Thank you.

REDDING HOME STUDY

SEQUOIA MIDDLE SCHOOL

Sincerely,

4c,v .
{£~~ McLaughlin, Ed.D.
Superintendent

BOARD OF TRUSTEES

Chuck Gilfoy

Scott Gordon
Sue Morehouse
Peggy O'Lea
Jamieson Van Eaton

District Office:
5885 East Bonnyview Road
P.O. Box 992418
Redding, CA 96099·2418
(916) 225-0011 Phone

MM:pm
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~ Oakland Schools OOCKETr:JlC"'n~~
\!..J.A::) 2100 Pontiac Lake Road, Waterford. Michigan 48328-2735·Phone{81~~q 858-1881

April 14, 1997

The Honorable Susan Ness, Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street NW, Room 844
Washington, DC 20554

Re: CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Commissioner Ness:

MAY 1 f997

I am the superintendent of Oakland Schools, a regional education service agency which
serves 28 public school districts and 186,759 students ill Oakland County, Michigan. One
of the major issues among school superintendents, school boards and other educators in
Oakland County and throughout Michigan is that of affordable access to oW" nation's
infonnation infrastructure.

In Oakland County we would continue our work as a regional consortium to bring
infonnation access to approximately 10,000 classrooms. To accomplish our goal, we need
reduced rates for dialtone and high speed data lines but more importantly, we need
affordable means ofon-premise equipment and networking for all of our school
buildings.

The Telecommunications Act and the Federal-State Joint Board decision will guarantee
that all school districts will have the opportunity to connect to the Internet and provide
distance-learning opportunities. The $2.25 billion a year will address the needs of all our
schools, and importantly, the plan will bring services directly to the classroom where
students learn. Your inclusion of internal classroom connections for discounts is vital.
This plan is essential for preparing the workforce of tomorrow.

Our students need deep discounts for telecommunications services this year. I urge the
FCC to fully support the Joint Board's discount plan for universal service to schools. I

Thank you.

Sincerely,

~~
James Redmond, Ph.D.
Superintendent
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Commissioner Susan Ness
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street NW
Washington, D,C. 20554

Dear Commissioner Susan Ness:

As a teacher at Urbana Elementary School in Frederick, MD, I am writing to urge your support for the Universal
Service discounts for schools and libraries that have been recommended by the Joint Board.

I would like to thank you for your dedication in ensuring that all schools and libraries will have affordable access to
the internet.

The Telecommunications Act and the Joint Board discount plan will guarantee that even the poorest schools will
have the opportunity to connect to the internet. As a teacher, I know what a valuable resource the internet can be.

As more and more teachers in my building are exploring the possibilities of the internet, they are also discovering
what a valuable resource the internet is. It is very important that affordable access be provided for every school and
library ion Maryland. The $2.25 billion a year will address the needs of all our schools, and. importantly, the plan will
bring services directly to the classroom where students learn,

Our students and teachers need deep discounts for telecommunications services this year. 1urge the FCC to fully
support the Joint Board's discount plan for universal service for schools and libraries.

Thank you.

Sincerely,

Bret Bedall
Urbana Elementary School
3554 Urbana Pike
Frederick, MD 21704 bbedall@juno.com
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lndependent School District No. 2805

Box 222. 425 Chestnut Street
Mazeppa. MInnesota 55956

Telephone 507-732.5107
TellFAX S07·843-4080
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James A. NeuI'llCn
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High School Prlnclpaf
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Middle School Principal

Oawld J. A.ming
E1emUlteln,l School Pflnclpol
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April 14. 1997

The Honorable Susan Ness. Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 MStreetNW
Room 844
Washington, DC 20554

RE: CC Docket No. 96-45

MAY 1· 1997/

Dear Commissioner Ness:

t.t~
J. . uman
Superintendent
Zumbrota-Mazeppa Schools

As superintendent of Zumbrota.-Mazeppa School District in Minnesota I thank you for your
dedication and diligence in ensuring that all school districts and education consortia will
have affordable access to the Information Superhighway.

The Telecommunications Act and the FederalaState Joint Board decision will guarantee that
all school districts will have the opponunity to connect to the Internet and provide distance
learning opportunities. The $2.25 billion a year will address the needs of all our schools
and the plan will bring services directly to the classroom where students learn. Your
inclusion of internal classroom connections for discount~ is vital. This plan is essential for
preparing the workforce of tomorrow.

1urge the FCC to fully suppon the Joint Board's discount plan for universal service for
schools.

Thank you.

Suz'~ore.

An Equal Opportunity Employer
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Longfellow Administration Center
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(715) 261·2500 • FAX (715) 261·2580 • T.D.D. (715) 261·2505

April 14, 1997

Charles T. Skurka, Ed.D. FAX TRANSMITI'AL
Supgrtnl8ndentofSchoo~

Berl."d A. Meyer
Deputy Superinlendsnll
Assistant Superintendent
Program Development

Chem3 A. yorder
Assistanl Supsnl'llsndenl
Business

Joyce c. S3ld3na. Ph.D.
Auistanl Supsrlntsnclsnt
Human Resources

The Honorable Susan Ness, Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW, Room 844
Washington, DC 20554

RE: CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Commissioner Ness:

MAY 1 1997

I am the Superintendent of Schools in the Wausau School District, and I would
like to thank you for your dedication in ensuring that all school districts and
education consortia will have affordable access to the Informa'ion
Superhighway.

The Telecommunications Act and the Federal-State Joint Board decision will
guarantee that all school districts will have the opportunity to connect to the
Internet and provide distance-Ieaming opportunities. The $2.25 billion a year
will address the needs of all our schools and, importantly, the plan will bring
services directly to the classroom where students learn. Your inclusion of
internal classroom connections for discounts is vital. This plan is essential for
preparing the workforce of tomorrow. We would use the discounts to fund
Internet and Wide Area Network connections. . .
Our students need deep discounts for telecommunications services this year. I
urge the FCC to fully support the Joint Board's discount plan for universal
service for schools.

Thank you.

Sincerely.

Charles T. Skurka, Ed.D.
Superintendent of Schools
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DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE
Fon CIJ",pbeU Schoob Central Office

11 T,ms A.enu,
.Fort Campb,U. KY 42223·5121

Telephone: (S02) 439·1927 Fu: (S02) 439·3179Sl '
Cenema Judd ~

4947-D Hemmond Heights
Fort Campbell, Ky. 42223
(502)439-3597

The Honorable SusanNess
Commissioner
FederalCommunicalions Commission
19.19 M Stre~ Room 832
Washington. DC 20554

RE: CC DocketNo. 96-45

Dear CommissionerNesS,

The Fort Campbell School Board would like to thank-you for your services to the entire
school community. Your dedication wil1 ensure 1hat aU schools will haw access to the Infonnation
Superhighway. The Telecommunications Act of 1996 and the Fede:ral·State Joint Board discount
plan will guarantee. an schools needed connection opportunities.

. . As aschool System tba: is composed of lOOOA. milituy cltildMn, we tealizc haw important
.global acclCS& is to tlie student Access to the Internet will provide OUf studams with diStance
learning experiences that are so impottant for our finure workforce. The 2.15 billion a.year will
address the needs ofschools all over the United States, and most importantly, the intemal
connection discounts will bring services directly to classrooms where the studentwill benefit the :
most.

• •

Sincerely,

f!uuw-i"fltl
CenemaJudd
President
Fort Campbell School Board
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MAYOR
ROSEMARY S. TIERNEY

133 William Street
New Bedford, Massachusetts 02740

508-979-1410 '
Fax: 508-991-6189

MAY 1 1997
Susan Ness, Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W., Room 832
Washington, D.C. 20554

RE: CC DOCKET No. 96-45

Dear Commissioner Ness,

As Mayor, I am the New Bedford Massachusetts School Committee's ex-officio board member.

At this time I would like to thank your for your untiring dedication to make sure that all schools
will have affordable access to the Information Highway. The new Telecommunications Act and
the Federal-State Joint board discount plan will definitely guarantee that the poorest schools will
have the opportunity to connect to the Internet and provide them with distance-learning
opportunities.

The $2,25 billion allocated will certainly provide the plan which will bring direct services to all
classrooms where our students learn. Your inclusion of internal classroom connections for
discounts is vital and I urge the FCC to fully support the Joint Board's discount plan for universal
services for schools and libraries.

Sincere ,

A-I! .
R,;~~e;=-' ~
Mayor :"

RST/jmm
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MAY 1

April 7, 1997

RE: CC Docket 96-45 -- Universal Service to Libraries and Schools

1997

On behalf of the Reddick Library, I am writing to encourage your support of
the discounts for libraries and schools as envisioned by the ~ederal-State Joint
Board in their Recommended Rules published last November.

The Recommended Rules would allow libraries and schools significant discounts for
the telecommunications and non-telecommunications services necessary to enable
public libraries and schools to meet the President's goals for connecting to the
Internet and other on-line resources.

Congress passed the Telecommunications Act of 1996 with the clear intent of insuring
that libraries and schools would be able to access the latest technology.
Allowing significant discounts on telecommunications services, local wiring and
Internet access, the Joint Board has acknowledged the needs of poorer schools
and libraries that cannot afford the internal wiring necessary.

Thank you for your attention to this important matter for our libraries and
schools, and for helping us to make a better educated community with resources
beneficial to all.

Sincerely,

V~&<-J'5U~
Kathy Berggren
Director

,J: J',"
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MARIPOSA COUNTY UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT

P.O. Box e Mariposa. California 95338 • (209) 742·0250 FAX (209) 966·4549

April 17, 1997

WILLIAM F. PETIUS
Superintendent of Schools

The Ilo,norable Susan 'Ness, Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street NW Room 832
Washington, D.C. 20554

RE: CC Docket NO. 96-45

Dear Commissioner Ness,

MAY 1 1997

I am a locally elected school board member from the Mariposa
County Unified School District in California. Our district
covers 1,455 square miles and has thirteen schools. Rural
schools like ours have few dollars and no corporate support.
Our businesses are Mom and Pop in ownership and we have no
industry other than tourism. OUr students have little or no
access to libraries. We need your support of the E-Rate
Telecommunications Discount Program.

The Telecommunications Act of 1996 and the Federal-State
Joint Board discount plan is the only way my students will
have access to the internet and the ability to keep up with
inner-city and urban students.

The E-Rate Telecommunications Discount Program is
desperately needed by all students and overdue in rural
areas. I beseech you to fully support the Joint Boar~
recommendations for our kids.

Thank you for your consideration.

Very truly,

~a~
Bob Bartholomew
Board of Trustees and Education


